
County-owned Lands in Markdale 

Possible location for Future Affordable/Attainable Housing Build 

The County owns lands adjacent to the CP Rail Trail in the settlement area of Markdale.  
In November 2020, an Official Plan Amendment to the Grey Highlands Official Plan was 
approved to designate these lands to Neighbourhood Area.  The front half of the 
property is zoned as C2 (Highway and Service Commercial) and the rear portion of the 
subject lands are zoned D (Development) and H (Hazard). 

The lands were historically used as part of the CP Railway traversing the County.  More 
recently the lands have been used as part of the County’s multi-use rail trail running 
from Dundalk to Owen Sound, as well as a parking lot.  The County would like to 
maintain the use of the trail and some parking access, but the remainder of the lands 
may be suitable for development purposes. 

Centrally located in Markdale, with easy road and trail access, the subject lands offer 
great development potential for housing. The County is currently looking at opportunities 
to create more affordable housing to address residential and labour force needs. These 
opportunities include looking at any County or Municipal lands that may be surplus to 
the needs of the County or member municipalities. Surplus lands may then be offered at 
low cost or no cost through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process to parties interested 
in development. The RFP would first be issued to not-for-profits, and then to for profit 
developers. County staff believe there are development opportunities for these lands 
which may include a mixture of affordable and market rate rental housing. County 
Development Charge exemptions for rental housing and/or projects funded through 
Grey Highlands Community Improvement Plan (CIP) offer further incentives for this 
project. County staff anticipate this RFP could be issued later in 2022 or early 2023. For 
more information, please contact planning@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1232. 

It is the County’s understanding that the Municipality of Grey Highlands has issued an 
RFEI to determine interest in developing a mixed residential and commercial 
development/developments on municipally owned lands in downtown Markdale.  With 
the County property being near the downtown core, we wanted to make proponents 
aware that a portion of the County’s subject lands could be considered for an 
affordable/attainable housing build at some point in the future so that it can be included 
in the overall design considerations for the Downtown Markdale Redevelopment project.   

The following matters would need to be addressed with any overall design 
considerations associated with the County-owned lands, but beyond these matters the 
County would be open to any additional design considerations that can be utilized in a 
future RFP process.  Attached is a map which shows the subject lands. 
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Matters that would need to be addressed in the design at a minimum: 

• A portion of the development would need to include affordable/attainable housing 
units.  Any additional permitted uses would need to conform with the permitted 
uses for the Neighbourhood Area designation in the Grey Highlands Official Plan. 

• A portion of the subject lands would need to be retained for a parking area for CP 
Rail Trail users including sufficient space for parking trailers for transporting 
snowmobiles/ATV’s.  A separate lane to access the CP Rail Trail Parking area 
may be required depending on the design. 

• Any access to the subject lands would need to be in accordance with County 
Road policies/design standards 

• The CP Rail Trail Corridor (20 metres in width) adjacent to the subject lands 
would need to be retained by the County 

• Subject lands would need to be deemed as surplus lands by the County and 
offered through a future RFP Process which would be first initially offered to non-
profit housing providers and then to private developers.  A public-private 
partnership could also be considered or partnering with a non-profit housing 
provider for the residential portion of the development. 

• The development would need to be designed to not create any sightline issues 
for trail users when crossing the County Road. 

• The development could qualify for a conditional exemption of County 
Development Charges if it contains purpose-built rental housing or is approved 
for a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) incentive through Grey Highlands CIP. 

• Any proposed development will likely require a zoning by-law amendment, a site 
plan application, as well as other permits that may be required for the 
development (e.g. conservation authority permit, County Road entrance permit, 
building permit, etc.).  Environmental site investigations and a Record of Site 
Condition will be required as well. 

• Any required studies/site investigations would be the responsibility of the 
developer 

• The portion of the lands to be transferred would need to be surveyed and the 
County would either transfer the lands to the developer or enter into a long-term 
lease agreement with the developer. 
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